Farming in Papay
Beef cattle and sheep are the kinds of farms.

Farmers also keep Sheepdogs.

Spring is when we have lambing and calving.

The animals travel to market on the boat. They have to walk into a big wooden cattle box and then that gets lifted aboard the boat using a crane from the boat.  We do not have ro-ro.

We have no vet on Papay so we get our animal medicine from the town by plane.

The farmer and farmer’s wife often grow vegetables – usually tatties (potatoes), onions, carrots, and Swedes.

Farmers have big Tractors and diggers & Manatoos (half tractor, half digger)

They make silage by cutting grass down, then making it into large circular bales, then they get wrapped in plastic.  Some farms also have a silo pit.

They store the silage bales by stacking them on top of each other.

Farmers keep cows on the fields in summer and in a byre in winter. Most byres are slatted court byres, with the cattle able to walk around freely.  They are on the ‘first storey’ and all their dung (animal poo!) falls through little gaps to a storage tank below.  This is spread over the field in the summer to make grass grow. 

Names of the Papay farms are Holland, Cott, Charleston, Sheepheight, Newbigging and Whitehowe.

Good websites to check out are http://www.westraypapawestray.co.uk/  and http://www.papawestray.orkney.sch.uk/pupils.htm
There’s lots of info and photos about all sorts of things in Papay.

